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door of the room in which we waited, and he made a great effort,
with the help of a stick, to walk towards us with a firm step.
He was very tall and very straight, extremely handsome,
obviously disliked his infirmity and was vain of his one-time
fine physique. We apologized for our intrusion and he held
our hands in turn in both of his, and bade us welcome in perfect
English.
He was so charming, it seemed a pity one had not known
him a few years earlier. A man not only of great charm but
of great culture. His poems, in French, fill a volume. He was
a great statesman too, for it was due to his efforts that the
separation between Norway and Sweden was accomplished
without bloodshed. The nation saw red in the heat of the
moment and wanted war, and because he would not consent
his popularity declined and never recovered.
The Minister for the Navy, who took me in to dinner one
night at the Prime Minister's, talked to me indignantly of the
peaceful separation. People desired war, he said, and they
would have war sooner or later. Norway he described as a
rude ill-mannered neighbour, too close for peace' sake. It
seemed to me incredible that anyone should dare to be bitter
because of peace! And as for King Oscar, the Pacifist, God
rest his soul!
VI
Brede Place was now home (instead of Innishannon, where
the tenants were hostile). Brede was more accessible and had
more to offer than Innishannon; it supplied the same beauty
of nature though of a different kind. Its outdoor life was as
varied and alluring, added to this the joy of its ancient history,
and the intellectual environment that surrounded it. One
could live months at Brede and never grow mentally rusty.
South Sussex seemed to have become a kind of rest place for
thinkers, a refuge for writers, a work spot for painters.
Four miles away, at Rye, Henry James inhabited a Queen
Anne house in a quiet cobble-stone street. He gave me the
privilege of disturbing his solitude whenever I liked. To get
at Henry James's mind required time, and here we had it in

